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Multi-layered Interface

Description: This tutorial will show you the idea and techniques to create multi-layered
interfaces.

This tutorial do not show you how to create anything specific, but it teaches you the
technique, and you can apply this technique to create nice interfaces.

Start a new document about 300x300. Fill background with a dark
color. | used #47505B

- Use the Elliptical Marquee tool and make a circle selection, hold
down shift while your doing this so you get a perfect selection.
Note: For this step, you can actually make any shape you want, im
using a circle as an example.

- Create a new layer.

- Fill this selection with any color. | used white

Now apply the following layer styles to this layer.
Layer->Layer Style->

- Drop Shadow:

Drop Shadow
— Structure

Elend Maode: INu:urmaI l I -
Cpacity: I 2 I'm_ ]

Angle: @ fizo * [w Use Global Light
Dizstance: T 1 I P

Spread: o —— |9 k]
Size: i—-———— |5 P

- Gradient Overlay:



— ‘aradient Overlay
— ‘Gradient

Eland Mode: INl:-rm-aI il I
Cpacity: T =N I'm_ %
Style: IHadiaI ~ I IF Align with Layer

Angle: @ Igg—“‘

Scale;: ——— 1 |1 3 *

—

#200C62 #B7COC3

- Bevel and Emboss:

— Bewvel and Emboss
— Structure

Style: Ilnner Bevwvel ;I

Technique: ISmu:u:uth l I

Cepth: — m_%
Direction: (% Up " Doown

Size: 1 |5_|:-><

Soften: T |15_ P

— Shading
Angle: IT*
[ Use Slobal Light
dltitude: zo -

Gloss Contour: m I_ Anti-aliased

Highlight Mode: |Scr’een ;I
Cpacity: = — | [5 *
Creerlay &

Shadow Mode: -

Opacity: I 7 100 1

- Inner Shadow:



— Inner Shadow
— Structure

Blend Mode: IOverIa\.r I -
Cpacity: 2y I'm_ ¥

gl @ [1 * [ Use Slobal Light

Distance: l——— I_px
Choke: /5 o =

Size: —Fr——————— |4z P

— Quality

Cantour: Ij] I_ Anti-aliazed

Maoize: r— IE._%

Now duplicate this layer. (Layer->Duplicate Layer).
- You should now have 2 layers exact the same.

- But now we will change the color of the 2nd layer, Go to Layer-
>Layer Style->Gradient Overlay and modify it so it looks like
this ->

— ‘aradient Overlay
— ‘aradient

Elend Made: IN-:-rm.aI hl I
Dpacity: I 75 I'm_ ¥
Style: [Radial =] ¥ align with Layer

Angle: @ Igg_“‘

Scale: V/—— 1 |1 23 %
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#0200 062 #B7COC3




Now duplicate this layer. (Layer->Duplicate Layer).

now we will change the color of the 3rd layer, Go to Layer->Layer

Style->Gradient Overlay and modify it so it looks like this ->
— f(aradient Overlay

— ‘aradient
Blend Mode: IN-:-rmaI l I
Cpacity: 2y I'm— *
Gradient: |7 Reverze

Style: IF!a-:IiaI bl I I7 Align with Layer

Angle: @ Ign *

Scals; E—/—/—/—— I129 %

#394047 #39999A

Now we have 3 layers with different colors.

Its time to reveal the layers behind it.

Use the elliptical marquee tool and make small selections around
the edges and press delete. This will reveal the layer behind it.

Now make a smaller selection than the previous but within the
same area, choose the middle layer as the working layer, then hit
delete, this will reveal the bottom layer.
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You should get the idea by now, we delete the upper layers to
reveal the lower layers.

This was a very simple shape and idea because | want to show you
the technique to create multi-layered interfaces. You should be
creative and create odd shapes and sizes, experiment with different
settings for the layer styles, or even more layers.

Heres one | applied to one of photoshop's shapes and used different layer styles. Dont ask me what it
is :P
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